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experience of individual patients or that of others, i.e., 
anecdote. The quality and great depth of experience of the 
contributors to this book ensure that this approach works 
exceptionally well despite its obvious limitations. One or 
two chapters truggle to do justice to the highly complex 
management problems addressed within the available 
space, but these and the exceptional contribution that 
consists of little more than a list of therapeutic options 
without much discussion of their relative merits do not 
detract significantly from its overall excellence. 
A total of 90 authors (76 from the United States) have 
contributed, and the 45 chapters are divided into eight 
sections covering the complete range of arterial surgery 
including; endothelial cell biology, cerebrovascular disease, 
abdominal and thoracic aneurysms, visceral artery disease, 
distal bypass in the lower limb, trauma, congenital vascular 
malformations, and radiation arterial injury. Where appro- 
priate, due consideration is given to endovascular ap- 
proaches to difficult problems, although it is particularly in
this area that scientific evidence tends to be sparse. 
In common with many other multiauthor publications 
there is some repetition in chapters covering the same 
general subject matter, but the quality of the writing and 
accompanying illustrations i of a sufficiently high average 
standard to make this a highly readable book. Although it 
will be purchased principally as a reference work it is not 
too big to be read from cover to cover, and those who 
chose to do so will find it an interesting and rewarding 
experience. 
Because the pace of change of vascular surgery is so 
rapid books on the subject of the "recent advances" genre 
tend to have a limited duration of usefial library life. The 
exceptionally high quality of this publication and its well- 
chosen subject matter are likely to ensure that it is of 
practical value for a rather longer time than most. 
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Before discussing the merits of this fine book, it is first 
important to point out what it is not. It is not in the usual 
sense an "atlas" as is implied by the rifle. Three quarters of 
the book is a traditional multiauthored text, and the last 
quarter is a collection of case presentations selected to 
highlight he protean manifestations of venous thrombo- 
embolic disease. These case presentations are succinct, 
generally well illustrated, and selected with a specific teach- 
ing point in mind for each. Each can be read in well under 
5 minutes, making them ideal for quiet moments of reflec- 
tion in small enclosed rooms. 
This book also is not a complete book of venous 
disease. Its focus is entirely on the acute presentation of 
deep venous thrombosis and its early complication of pul- 
monary embolus. Late manifestations of deep venous 
thrombosis, such as chronic venous insufficiency, are not 
the subject of this book. The book does not pander to 
surgeons. Venous thrombectomy as a treatment for venous 
thrombosis is mentioned only in passing. The editors 
clearly, and perhaps appropriately, do not regard surgical 
treatment of deep venous thrombosis as sufficiently well- 
established to merit inclusion in their book. 
In selected cases the editors have failed to balance their 
own biases and interests with clinical reality and current 
practice. The most prominent example of this is the heavy 
emphasis on impedance plethysmography in the diagnosis 
of deep venous thrombosis, particularly in the case discus- 
sion portion of the book. A chapter on the cost-effective- 
ness of the diagnosis and treatment of deep venous throm- 
bosis based on analyses performed in 1992 is included, I 
am sure, only because the authors performed this study. 
No one will read this chapter unless the only alternative is
another erun of "Gilligan's Island." 
Overall, however, this is an excellent book. For the 
most part the chapters are organized along clinically rele- 
vant lines and are well referenced and well written. One 
section of the book is devoted to prophylaxis of venous 
thrombosis and is organized around considerations rele- 
vant to particular groups of patients, such as trauma and 
orthopedic patients and neurosurgical patients. This is fol- 
lowed by sections on the diagnosis of venous thrombosis 
and pulmonary embolus, and then a section on treatment 
of venous thromboembolism, including a particularly ex- 
cellent chapter on the use of low molecular weight hepa- 
fins. The final section includes pecial problems in venous 
thromboembolic disease, including discussions of throm- 
boric disorders of pregnancy, as well as congenital hyper- 
coagulable states, heparin-associated thrombocytopenia, 
and the problem of calf vein thrombosis. In fact, virtually 
every aspect of the diagnosis and management of acute 
venous thromboembolism is well-covered in this textbook. 
I recommend the book for purchase by anyone who is 
called upon to aid in the diagnosis or treatment of patients 
with acute venous thromboembolism. Even with its draw- 
backs, it is the most comprehensive and well-written book 
on this subject hat I am aware of. The case discussion 
portion of the book mandates that it be included in all 
libraries of vascular surgical training programs. Vascular 
surgeons need to be completely familiar with the many 
presentations of venous thromboembolism. The case dis- 
cussion portion of this book is the best teaching tool that 
exists for emphasizing to vascular surgical trainees the 
vagaries of venous thromboembolism. 
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